
WINEMAKING NOTES
The 2021 Long Haul is composed primarily of 
merlot from Quintessence and Ciel du Cheval 
vineyards on Red Mountain combined with merlot 
from Red Willow Vineyard in the Yakima Valley. Ciel 
du Cheval is one of the oldest vineyards in the Red 
Mountain AVA. The older vines produce small 
clusters with intensely flavored berries. Seventy 
miles to the west of Red Mountain, the vines at Red 
Willow have an average age of 25 years and are 
planted on ancient soils above the deposition of the 
Missoula floods. Red Willow merlot o�ers a savory 
aromatic profile with complex depth and power on 
the palate. Bud break and bloom in 2021 were 
earlier than normal. The weather was hot 
throughout much of the growing season. Like 2020, 
the 2021 vintage produced exceptionally low yields. 
Berries were remarkably small, and clusters were 
extremely light. This led to wines with amazing 
depth and intensity. The wine was fermented in a 
combination of 1.5, 2 and 5-ton open top 
fermenters for 7-10 days and was then lightly 
pressed to barrel, where it finished primary and 
malolactic fermentation and was aged for 21 
months in 35% new French oak.

TASTING NOTES
Opens with intense notes of plum, black cherry, 
chocolate and roast co�ee on the nose. Plush yet 
focused on the palate with generous flavors of 
blackberry, cherry, black tea, and anise. Lingering 
spice and slight herbal notes are complemented by 
dusty tannins on the finish.
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WO O D IN V IL LE TAST IN G RO O M
14475 Woodinville-Redmond Road, Woodinville, WA 98072

(425) 481-7070

WA L L A WA L L A TAST IN G R O O M
26 E. Main Street, Ste 1, Walla Walla, WA 99362

(509) 876-4577

BLEND
72% Merlot, 17% Cabernet 
Franc, 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 1% Petit Verdot

BARREL
35% new French oak
65% used French oak
21 months in barrel

PRODUCTION
1,873 cases

RELEASE
October 2023

APPELLATION
Columbia Valley

MATURITY WINDOW
2023-2039

VINEYARDS
Quintessence, Ciel du 
Cheval, Red Willow, Phinny 
Hill, Olsen, Henry Earl, 
Klipsun

PAST ACCOLADES
2020 – 90 WE, 91+ Vinous
2019 – 94 JD, 92 WE
2018 – 93 WE; 92 JD
2017 – 93 JS; 92 WE
2016 – 93 JD; 92 WA

ALCOHOL
14.8%

UPC
850518006106

Founded in 1999 by Mark Ryan McNeilly, MARK RYAN WINERY produces limited 
quantities of highly-sought after wines, crafted intentionally for their quality and 
potential. We partner with vineyards of the highest merit to produce an award-winning 
lineup that represents our winemaking style and authentic varietal character. Our passion 
to produce the best wines possible inspires us to make these wines for you.

MARKRYANWINERY.COM


